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Cammie Morin

Finance Director

707-455-4008

cmorin@sidwater.org

Clarissa Lu

Senior Staff Accountant

707-455-4002

clu@sidwater.org

Destiny Vender

Accounting Tech

707-455-4005

dvender@sidwater.org

Veronica Sanchez

Accounting Tech

707-455-4004

vsanchez@sidwater.org

Lucy Garcia

Accounting Clerk

707-455-4003

lgarcia-flores@sidwater.org
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Third Drought Year
By Matt Hobbs, Water and Power Operations Manager

Our department will be available between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM to assist customers, via the phone or at the front desk.
A DROP BOX IS AVAILABLE IN THE SID PARKING LOT LOCATED AT 810 VACA VALLEY PARKWAY, VACAVILLE.

.

California is no stranger to drought; it is a recurring feature of our climate.
Currently, we are experiencing a three-year drought that began back in 2020,
after weathering a 5-year drought between 2012 and 2016. In the last onehundred years, other notable historical droughts include: 2007-09, 1987-92,
1976-77, and off-and-on dry conditions spanning more than a decade in the
1920’s and 1930’s.
Climate records going back more than a thousand years show many more
significant dry periods. The dry conditions of the 1920s-30s, however, were
on a par with the largest 10-year droughts in the much longer climate record.
Droughts are impactful to public health and safety and carry negative economic and environmental implications. Public health
and safety impacts are primarily associated with catastrophic wildfire risks and water supply shortages both for agricultural
and urban uses. Other impacts include agricultural land fallowing, degradation of fishery habitat, and tree mortality with damage to forest ecosystems.
Unfortunately, the scientific skill to predict when droughts will occur is currently lacking. Regardless, the weight of responding
to drought rests on all our shoulders. While the Solano Irrigation District (SID) and other local water utilities anticipate having
adequate supplies to meet water needs in 2022, we are encouraging everyone to use water efficiently, especially outdoors,
where most household water use occurs.
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Therefore, the next time you are mowing the lawn, take a moment to ensure your sprinklers are working properly. Turn on
your sprinklers one zone at a time and look for and fix problems like breaks, leaks, clogs and sprinklers that are watering the
sidewalk. That way, they’ll deliver the water your yard needs while making every drop count. Replacing your old sprinklers with
high-efficiency rotator sprinklers can help you use 30 percent less water and have a healthier yard. These sprinklers deliver
heavy droplet streams of water at a slower rate so that water gets to the roots and less is lost to evaporation. Also, remember
to water your yard early in the day or later at night. This lets water soak into the soil before evaporation whisks it away. More
tips are available at https://saveourwater.com/
If you are working on renovating your yard, consider replacing your lawn with beautiful, low-water flowers and plants. It’s also
a great time to upgrade your sprinkler timer to a weather-based model. Look for a “Water-Sense” labeled, "smart" sprinkler
timer; they can adjust watering based upon weather, soil type, sun exposure (for example, full sun or part shade) and plant
type. It’s estimated that a smart timer can save nearly 8,800 gallons of water each year! (https://www.epa.gov/watersense/
weather-based-irrigation-controllers).

Contact Us
Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688 (707) 448-6847
Visit us on the web at www.sidwater.org
(Picture: Putah Diversion Dam on Lake Solano Looking Westerly)

Your local water utilities are here to help with rebates to help residents use water wisely at home and work. In addition to rebates for lawn replacement and “smart” sprinkler timers, there are also rebates for high-efficiency clothes washers. Older conventional top-loading washing machines can use between 30 and 40 gallons of water per load. High-efficiency models use
about half that amount while getting your clothes just as clean.
More water-saving tips and information about rebates are available the Solano County Water Agency website at https://
www.scwa2.com/water-efficiency/rebates-programs/residential-rebates/.
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Water Around The State
By Cary Keaten, General Manager
Discussed in another article in this Newsletter, SID’s 2022 Ag Water Allocation is starting the year at 2.95 Acre Feet per Acre.
This may increase a few inches in July. But, it’s unlikely to increase beyond that number. Further, it’s highly likely the 2023 Ag
Water Allocation will be about the same no matter how much rain we get this coming winter.
The same cannot be said for California’s State Water Project’s (SWP) allocation for 2022. The State is preparing for a third dry
year with reservoirs at or near historic lows. In early December 2021 the State set an initial 2022 SWP allocation of zero percentage. By the end of December the State increased the allocation to 5% due to historic precipitation during the month. It
also looked like the number was going to
continue to increase. But an equally his- View of Lake Berryessa standing at the northern end of the Monticello Dam looking westtorically dry January, February and March erly. In this picture, the lake is almost full after the 2017 rainfall.
has the State finalizing its allocation at
5%.
The bulk of water delivered from the SWP
comes from Lake Oroville and the Feather
River watershed in the Sierra Mountains.
The lake impounds a maximum of about
3.5 million Acre-Feet (AF). It is currently
impounding about 1.6 million AF. By contrast, our Lake Berryessa impounds a
maximum of 1.6 million AF and is currently
impounding about 1.0 million AF.

SID MISSION STATEMENT
Solano Irrigation District’s mission is to provide safe and reliable
water to our farms, families and businesses.

SID’s Deep Well Number 36 which can be operated remotely. SID has
24 production wells which will be utilized in the 2022 water season.

Your 2022 Agricultural Water
Allocation
By Matthew Hobbs, Water And Power Operations
Manager

The Federal Government co-owns and
operates several other large northern California dams and lakes, including Lake
Shasta. The lake levels are so low in
these facilities that the Feds announced a
zero percentage allocation for 2022.

On February 18, 2022, the Solano Irrigation District’s
(SID) Board of Directors finalized our 2022 Ag water
allocation of 2.95 acre-feet (AF) per acre initially with a
second review and potential increase mid-water season. Any increase, however, would likely only be about
4 inches.

Our Lake Berryessa is an outlier compared to other water providers in California. This is largely because Lake Berryessa relies
on rainfall over its watershed rather than snowpack. Also, its sustainable yield is calculated based on a conservative methodology. This is good for our customers and Solano County. Nonetheless, we need to take the utmost care in conserving our precious water resource.

Overall, our supply is 133,210 acre-feet. This includes
121,000 AF of 2022 surface water, 2,210 AF of 2021
carryover, and 10,000 AF of ground water. We plan to
make full use of our allocation this year and the goal
behind this historically low initial allocation is to help
ensure water is available for the entire season.

Cement Hill WTP’s Chemical Feed Project

Last quarter, there was an overview of the District’s
water supply and how we typically arrive at the allocation for our customers every year (it can be viewed on
our web site at SIDWater.org). Additionally, there was a
discussion regarding the current drought and unpredictable weather conditions. Which is leading the District
to take a more conservative approach than normal regarding initial allocation and the potential for a reallocation in July.

By Cary Keaten, General Manager
Customers receiving water from our Cement Hill Water Treatment Plant will be taking benefit of
a Chemical Feed Rehabilitation of the plant mid-summer. The project is a major reconstruction
of the 1980’s polymer, filter-aid and chlorination systems of the plant. The plant currently disinfects treated water using gaseous chlorine (a process being discontinued all over the country
because of the risk of working with the chlorine gas). Pictured to the right are one of two (2)
banks of new polymer and filter-aid pumps.
The plant provides water to SID’s Tolenas Customers and all the City of Suisun City. The combined population is just under 30,000 people. Also, the overall project cost is about $4.7 million
and is scheduled to be complete July 2022.
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If any of the readers have a question, please give me a
call.
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