Finance Department Customer Service
The members of the Finance Department are as follows:
Name

Position

Direct Dial Phone

Email

Cammie Morin

Finance Director

707-455-4008

cmorin@sidwater.org

Clarissa Lu

Senior Staff Accountant

707-455-4002

clu@sidwater.org

Destiny Vender

Accounting Tech

707-455-4005

dvender@sidwater.org

Veronica Sanchez

Accounting Tech

707-455-4004

vsanchez@sidwater.org

Lucy Garcia

Accounting Clerk

707-455-4003

lgarcia-flores@sidwater.org
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Our department will be available between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM to assist customers, via the phone or at the front desk.
A DROP BOX IS AVAILABLE IN THE SID PARKING LOT LOCATED AT 810 VACA VALLEY PARKWAY, VACAVILLE.
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Solano County Leads the Way in
Agriculture Water Conservation
By Cary Keaten, General Manager
In response to Governor Gavin Newsom’s March 28 Executive Order,
home and business water use has been cut, leaving some to ask
what the agriculture industry, which accounts for the majority of California water usage, is doing to be part of the solution. The simple
answer is, “a lot”. State-wide, water agencies serving agricultural
water have seen their supplies significantly cut. Many have seen a
zero percent (0%) allocation from the State or Federal Water Projects. Good water stewardship is integral to Solano County’s ability
to continue to produce food, feed, and jobs, and the Solano Irrigation
District (SID) and our partners take this responsibility very seriously.
More than 60% of land in Solano County is dedicated to agriculture –
growing wheat, corn, tomatoes, and other vegetables. The county is
responsible for feeding millions of Californians. Although our agricultural water supply is relatively stable, we are implementing technologies and practices focused on conserving water. SID has made significant strides in investing in canal automation technology, as well as
common-sense approaches to reduce agricultural water use. We are
yielding excellent results.
Over the past decade, SID has invested millions of dollars in irrigation
Figure 1. Automated Flume Gate on the Weyand Canal
canal automation that has reduced water loss equivalent to up to 3,000
households per year. Utilizing cutting edge hardware and software, this automated system includes a series of monitored
flume gates, slip meters and pumps that have taken water efficiency from 75% to about 95% on these systems. These benefits come from the 20% of our irrigation canals that have been automated thus far. We are working to achieve full automation of our canals over the next 20 years.
In Solano County, regional farmers have also heavily invested in efficient water delivery systems. For example, local farmers have invested in micro irrigation, also called drip irrigation, and buried drip irrigation.
Buried drip irrigation delivers water to crops at their root zones. This reduces water usage, spills, and evaporation. Significantly, for tomatoes, it increases crop yield by a factor of 2 to 4. Expanding drip irrigation has required investment in tractors that monitor the location of drip lines when digging furrows, also in the buried drip, but the return on this investment has
been far worth the cost.

Contact Us
Solano Irrigation District
810 Vaca Valley Parkway, Ste. 201
Vacaville, CA 95688 (707) 448-6847
Visit us on the web at www.sidwater.org

A third water conservation initiative is increased capture of return water flows for fields that have not been able to take advantage of water saving technologies. When fields are flooded to provide irrigation to these crops, SID and Solano County
Water Agency infrastructure allows for the capture of excess water that is then reused multiple times on downstream fields
before the water is returned to the Ulatis Creek system.
SID continues to pursue these and other water conservation efforts to ensure that, despite California’s ongoing water challenges, Solano County can continue to lead in conservation while preserving its significant contributions to putting food on
our tables and providing jobs that fuel our local and state economies.

(Picture: Putah Diversion Dam on Lake Solano Looking Westerly)
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2022 Fire Season: Generator Deployment

Living History

By Cary Keaten, General Manager

By Cary Keaten, General Manager and Justin
Noutary, Water Treatment and Quality Supervisor

We deployed our stand-by generators to their designated sites the last week of
May. Since the generators will be deployed until November, security is a concern
(recall one was stolen last year… it was recovered in good condition but with a
bad paint job). This year we’ve fabricated a custom tire to discourage any wouldbe theft. As you can see from the picture on the left, we made a custom wheel that
will be very difficult to steal without a cutting torch. We plan to place our two large
Doosan generators behind a fence and also use an over-the-counter boot. Also,
you all can help us! If you see any suspicious activity around one of our generators, please call the Sheriff’s office immediately. Remember, our generators keep
the water flowing to your homes during the frequent PG&E power outages. Thank
you in advance!

Brush Removal at SID Sites

By Cary Keaten, General Manager

SID Staff is preparing for the 2022 fire season. SID has many remote sites vulnerable
to wildfires. In the 2020 LNU Complex
Wildfire, SID’s facilities sustained relatively
minor damage. For example, melted wires,
PVC riser pipes, etc. Fortunately, none of
the remote buildings or facilities burned.
Had they burned, restoring water service
would have taken weeks or longer. As it
was, water was restored 1 to 2 days after
the 2020 event.

The pictured 1952 Caterpillar bulldozer helped build
the dam and has been in or near Solano County ever
since. Owned by the father of Justin Noutary, an SID
employee for over 18 years, the bulldozer still runs
today and should remain operational for many more
years. We understand a lot of the Monticello Dam construction equipment was sold locally after its completion in 1957.
Is old, heavy equipment better than new? Is simpler
better? If you asked someone if their back felt better
after sitting all day in a 1952 D9 bulldozer or a 2022
D9 bulldozer, the answer would likely overwhelmingly be the 2022 D9 bulldozer. Of course, that might have something to
do with the AC, soundproofing, radio, DVD, ice cooler, cruise control, GPS…well you get the picture.
From a reliability perspective, it just might surprise you. This past summer, one of SID’s new $150,000 267KW Dooson
Backup Generators was offline for weeks due to a faulty NOx emissions sensor. In many respects, the incredible complexity is both a godsend and a curse.

In preparing for the 2022 fire season, SID
crews performed clearing around many of
these remote sites. However, much work
needs to be done that is beyond the capability of Staff. Throughout June and July,
SID will be hiring a tree removal firm to
remove and clear trees and brush. Our
goal is to match the Cal Fire recommendation of a 10 foot bare ground separation
around our facilities. Also, a 30 foot clear zone of trees or shrubs. Further, a 10 foot clear zone of hanging branches.
An example of the work ahead is the Quail Canyon groundwater well shown in the picture above. The well site is surrounded by dense trees and shrubs. In late May, SID met with County Staff to seek permission to clear around the well
site. Permission is expected mid-June with work to begin the second half of June. Our tree removal firm has a lot of
work ahead of them to make our sites as fire resistant as possible.

SID Ag Water Sales

Sometimes it’s hard to improve on a good thing. The
Solano Irrigation District (SID) which is 74 years old
and the Monticello Dam (built between 1953 and
1957) are examples. The dam should be around for at
least 200 years, SID even longer. They don’t build
things like they used to. That goes for heavy equipment as well.

By Cammie Morin, Finance Director

Our Ag water sales are down through the end of May compared to last year. We’re down about 11,061 Acre Feet (AF).
This is likely due to the cool spring. Of course, we expect high sales with summer temperatures. Also, this may lead the
Board to consider additional Municipal and Industrial (M&I) sales to Solano Project Partners. We have had partner agencies express interest in purchasing available water. These potential sales to our M&I partners will be considered in June.
Also, our Ag allocation of 2.95 AF per acre will be reviewed and potentially increased to 3.2 feet during our mid-year water allocation review in July.
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Thank you, Justin and father, for keeping this old equipment working and part of our living history.

Quail Canyon Water Theft

By Cary Keaten, General Manager

In early June, SID’s Quail Canyon Public Water
System experienced significantly higher than
normal water usage. At first, we thought there
was a break in the pipeline system. After further
investigation, our staff found a couple fire hydrants that had been tampered with. It seems
someone has been stealing water out of the hydrants in this area. Yesterday, our staff went
around and secured all hydrants in the area with
locks (shown to the right) and have also put signage up on these hydrants to hopefully discourage this from happening again. We will also be
watching this area more closely to ensure none
of our property is being tampered with. Your help
would be greatly appreciated. If you see someone tampering with an SID system or a non-fire
truck hooked up to a fire hydrant, please call the
Sheriff’s office. Remember, tampering and theft
impacts your water systems!
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